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USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) released the
Cold Storage report for January 2021. Total frozen red meat in cold
storage were reported at over 1.01 billion pounds, a 2.7% rise from
December 2020 but down 12.5% from last year. Total frozen poultry
in cold storage was over 1.12 billion pounds rising 3.4% from the prior
month but down 10.7% from a year ago.
Total beef in cold storage was 519.2 million pounds, down 3.1%
from last month but 6.3% higher than last year. The Cold Storage
report provides information on boneless and beef cuts. Both
categories rose from the prior year’s levels 5.7% and 14.6%,
respectively, to 481.1 and 38.1 million pounds. Total beef and
boneless beef in cold storage are the highest levels since 2017 while
beef cuts are the highest since 2018.
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75.7%, respectively. The increase in thigh and thigh quarters is
likely due to slower global demand for leg quarters which are
typically destined for export channels. Total turkey in cold storage
increased 1.5% to 306.2 million pounds which is the highest level
for January in four years.
Veal in cold storage increased 38.6% to nearly 9.2 million
pounds, the highest level in three years. Lamb and mutton stocks
dropped 33.6% to roughly 24.5 million pounds, the lowest level
since 2017. Dairy products in cold storage saw a large increase in
butter up 32.8% to 328.4 million pounds while cheese rose 3.3% to
nearly 1.4 billion pounds. Swiss cheese declined 6.7% while
American and other cheese categories rose 2.7% and 4.6%,
respectively.
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Total pork in cold storage continues to remain at lower levels with
January at 459.9 million pounds which rose 10.6% from last month but
are down substantially (26.5%) from a year ago. Pork supplies across
the categories reported all posted year-over-year declines except for
boneless loins which were up 3.8% to 29.1 million pounds. Total lions
(bone-in and boneless) were 40.2 million pounds, down 19.8% while
ribs and butts were both down about 25% from last year to 94.9 and
19.6 million pounds, respectively. Bellies were 31.3 million pounds,
down 56% and the third-lowest level ever recorded for the month of
January dating back to the series start in 1973.
Total chicken in cold storage decreased 14.6% to 817.9 million
pounds with declines occurring in most categories except breasts and
breast meat and thigh and thigh quarters, each increasing 6.9% and
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The Daily Livestock Report is made possible with support from readers like you. If you enjoy this report, find it valuable
and would like to sustain it going forward, consider becoming a contributor. Just go to www.DailyLivestockReport.com
to contribute by credit card or send your check to The Daily Livestock Report, P.O. Box 4872, Manchester, NH 03018

Thank you for your support!
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