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USDA Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) recently released the
livestock report with 2021 production, supply and distribution
(PSD) forecast for beef/cattle, hogs/pork, and chicken meat.
Global production for the three meat categories is forecast to
increase along with global exports increasing for beef/veal and
chicken meat but pork will remain flat. Global meat imports are
forecast to decline for 2021 due mainly to softening Chinese
demand. FAS reports its statistics in metric tons (MT) based on a
carcass weight equivalent (CWE).
Global beef and veal production for 2020 is forecast at 60.4
million MT, down 2.0% due to COVID-19 related disruptions, but
2021 is forecast to rebound 1.7% higher to 61.5 million MT.
Production is expected to grow in most major beef producing
countries while Australian production will continue to decline as
efforts continue to rebuild their herd following drought. Brazilian
production “is expected to grow due to improving domestic
demand, continuing opportunities in China, and recovery in other
export markets.” FAS is forecasting record beef exports for Brazil
for the third consecutive year with 2020 and 2021 reaching 2.6
and 2.7 million MT, respectively, up 10.2% and 4.7%.
FAS is forecasting global pork production to increase 4.4% to
102.2 million MT in 2021 which follows an estimated 4.0%
decline to 97.9 million MT for 2020. The rebound in 2021 is due
to a recovery in output by countries affected by African Swine
Fever (ASF), mainly China. Production in the EU is expected to
remain stable despite the discovery of ASF in Germany in a wild
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boar. Global exports are forecast flat at 10.8 million MT as
slowing demand from China will offset improved economic
conditions in other major importing countries.
Global chicken meat production will continue to grow with
2020 and 2021 forecast at 100.8 and 102.9 million MT, both up
1.5% and 2.1%, respectively. Exports are forecast to finish 2020
up 1.0% to nearly 12.0 million MT and 2021 will rise 2.0% to
12.2 million MT, a record. The report notes that Brazil will
remain the top global exporter as “competitive advantage to
supply diverse products to a wide range of markets at
competitive prices will facilitate expanded shipments to the
Middle East and Sub-Saharan Africa, critical for growth in the
face of weaker China demand.”
FAS is expecting Chinese beef and veal imports to continue
growing for 2020 and into 2021, each year up 26.3% and 3.6%,
respectively, at 2.75 and 2.85 million MT. China’s chicken meat
imports are forecast to decline 6.1% to 925,000 MT in 2021
following a record import forecast of 985,000 MT (up 69.8%) for
2020. The 2021 import decline will be partially offset by
continued chicken production growth forecast at 15.3 million
MT for 2021, up 3.0%. China’s pork imports are forecast to
decrease 6.3% in 2021 to 4.5 million MT following a record
forecast of 4.8 million MT (up 95.8%) in 2020. The slowing of
Chinese pork imports is due to a rebound in domestic pork
production forecast at 38.0 (down 10.7%) and 41.5 million MT
(up 9.2%), respectively, for 2020 and 2021.
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The Daily Livestock Report is made possible with support from readers like you. If you enjoy this report, find it valuable
and would like to sustain it going forward, consider becoming a contributor. Just go to www.DailyLivestockReport.com
to contribute by credit card or send your check to The Daily Livestock Report, P.O. Box 4872, Manchester, NH 03018
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